Reading Comprehension

Time: 45 minutes 
Part 1.

Read the text and choose the best answer A, B, C or D to questions 1 – 6.

Love in a Hot Climate
It had everything a film studio could dream of: not only a clean-cut hero and an exotic heroine, but also love across the divide – in short, the story of a modern Romeo and Juliet. He was a 25-year-old American marine, a Lieutenant Corporal called Jason Johnson. She was a 19-year-old Arab princess called Merian. When their eyes met in a crowded shopping mall in Bahrain, it was love at first sight. When her family discovered the courtship, Merian was confined to her home but the romance continued by telephone. Finally, the couple decided to flee and make their lives together in the USA. It may sound like a script for a film but this one is – more or less – a true story.

Jason knew that US marines did not have to show a passport to leave Bahrain so he forged documents for Merian so that she would appear to be a member of the marine corps. Merian was kitted out in a sloppy, baggy American clothes. She hid her long hair under a New York Yankees baseball cap and together they boarded a flight to Chicago.

After being released by the immigration service while a decision was made as to whether she would be allowed to stay in the USA, the princess married the marine. Jason, the son of a cement truck driver, had to make sacrifices to be able to marry Merian. He was demoted to the rank of Private for bringing an illegal immigrant into the country but is still serving at his unit’s base in California, where the couple now live. Technically, Merian could still be deported, even though she is married to a US citizen.
A key figure in the lovers’ story is Tom Colbert, the president of a company that promotes stories that first appeared in local newspapers by placing them on TV and in national newspapers and magazines. Colbert arranged for a contract, Mary Aloe, to sign up the film rights to their story.

“I fell in love with them,” said Aloe. “They are an awesome couple. Their stiry has everything. It’s thriller and there could be three different endings. They could live happily ever after and find out that her family secretly supported her. Or she could be sent back and he has to let her go. Or she’s an independent woman who realizes that, although she loves Jason, now that she’s in America she wants to move on. No matter what the ending is, it’s still a great movie!”

1. What does the word “it” refer to in sentence 1?

A
the film studio

B
the American marine corps

C
the couple’s story

D
the play Romeo and Juliet

2. Jason and Merian fell in love when they

A
were studying together.

B
were working on a film together.

C
went to see the play Romeo and Juliet.

D
noticed each other in a busy place.
3. How did Merian manage to flee to the USA?

A
She already had an American visa.

B
She carried papers proving she was serving as an American marine.

C
She pretended to be a member of a baseball team.

D
She had her hair cut short to make her look more American.

4. What happened immediately after the couple arrived in Chicago?

A
Merian was detained by the immigration authorities.

B
The couple told Jason’s family they were getting engaged.

C
Jason was discharged from the US marines.

D
Jason got a job as a cement truck driver.

5. What does Tom Colbert do for a living?

A
He works for a local newspaper.

B
He runs his own company.

C
He owns a TV company.

D
He produces film adaptations of palys.

6. Why does Mary Aloe think the story would make a great movie?

A
The story has three different endings.

B
The main character is an independent woman.

C
The story offers many interesting possibilities.

D
The story is similar to a successful American thriller.

Part 2.
Read the text quickly. Match the qualifications and exams with the countries they’re taken in. There may be more than one type of exam in a country.

7  Britain


A    High School Diploma

8  USA


B    GCSE

9  Germany


C    Abitur





D    A levels

Exams in Different Countries

Although exams are taken by students everywhere, the exams are often quite different. We talked to three students around the world to find out about some of these differences.

Harry from England.

Testing is a big part of the education system in England. We follow the National Curriculum which means all pupils do a series of tests at certain points in their education. These are called Key Stage National Curriculum tests. Key Stage 4 is when students are aged between 14 and 16, and that’s when we start studying for our GCSEs. That’s the General Certificate of Secondary Education. You can do GCSEs in loads of different subjects, but students normally do between seven and ten. After this, education isn’t compulsory, you can get a job, or you can do the next part of your education at college rather than at school. The main academic qualification that’s available to 16- to 18-year-olds is the A level. If you want to go to university, you have to study three or four subjects at A level.
Ashley from the USA.

The system isn’t the same everywhere in the States, but I can tell you about the schools that I went to. American kids usually start school at the age of five. The first year at school is called kindergarten. The second year is actually the first year of elementary school and is referred to as first grade. Then high school lasts for seven years and goes from the sixth grade through to the twelfth grade. Sixth to the eighth grade is also called junior high. All the way through school, we have a continuous evaluation system. This mean we get report cards and grades all the time. These results go in a file which is kept at the school. The marks we get depend on tests, class work, homework, projects and things like that, so everything we do is really important. When we finish the twelfth grade, we are awarded a High School Diploma. You can’t go to college or university without that.
Andreas from Germany.

We go to elementary school at the age of six, and we’re all taught the same subjects. Then, after the fourth grade, we are separated according to our academic ability and go to one of three different kinds of schools. If you go to a Gymnasium, like I do, you can take a qualification xalled Allgemeine Hochschulreife. It’s a long name, so we usually call it Abitur or Abi. You take the exam when you are aged 18 to 20, so it’s still a couple of years away for me. There are other school-leaving certificates, but the Abi is the only one that allows you go to university. It’s a difficult exam, so some students drop out of the Gymnasium. But all students have to complete at least nine years of education, so if they drop out of one school, they have to go to a different type of school to finish their education.
Part 3.
You are going to read a magazine article in which four young people talk about how their parents’ careers have influenced them. For questions 10 – 20 choose from the people (A – D). The people may be chosen more than once.
Which of the people

thinks his or her parents’ job is boring? 
10__________

was discouraged from following the same profession?
11____________

changed his or her mind about a future career?
12__________

experienced pressure to follow the same profession?
13___________

dislikes other people in his or her parent’s profession?
14___________

would not follow the same profession for financial reasons?
15_________

feels he or she has not been influenced in choosing a career?
16_________

comes from a long line of people in this profession?
17___________

thinks the profession in question offers few opportunities?
18_________

was encouraged to follow the same profession?
19___________

thinks the profession in question is too stressful?
20___________

A Chip off the Old Block

How much are children influenced in their choice of profession by their parents’ jobs? We asked four young people about their experience.

A. Graham Button.

I suppose most people are influenced in one way or another by the jobs their parents do. My dad is a freelance buildier, like his father and his grandfather, and that means he was often out working in the evenings or at weekends when I was a child. I grew up thinking hard physical work was what fathers usually did. I think he was proud of doing a “real” job, something with his hands, which is perhaps why he always tried to push me into taking up the same profession. And of course he had his own business, which he wanted to continue after he retired. When I was in high school, I decided that I really didn’t want to go into the family business, so at the moment I’m studying History at university. My father probably thinks I’m going to become a partner in his firm after I graduate, so I do worry that we might have a big fight about this some time in the future.
B. Sue Smith.

My mother’s a nuclear physicist, which sounds very exciting. The truth is it’s a pretty tough profession. For years my mother wasn’t getting paid very well at the institute where she worked. That’s one of the things that discouraged me from going into the same sort of work. And I just don’t think it’s a very interesting job. Of course it sounds very important, but as far as I can see, you spend most of the day at a desk doing hundreds of calculations, and then checking and rechecking them. My mother did try to motivate me to take an interest in science subjects when I was about 14 or 15, and I think she’d be secretly pleased if I wanted to be a scientist, but she’s never put any sort of pressure on me. But I know she also thinks – as I do – that there aren’t so many jobs available in pure research, which is what she does.
C. Barry Porter.

When people find out my mother’s an actress, they always ask what Hollywood films she’s been in, and I have to explain that she’s only ever worked in provincial theatres. She’s hardly ever been on television, which is why not many people know her. That’s one of the problems with the theatre: very few people get to the top of the profession, and you have to be extremely lucky just to make a living from it. Actors are nervous, highly-strung people, worrying about where the next job’s coming from. Even if I had any talent for acting, I’d be put off by that side of it. Most of the other actors I’ve met, people working with my mother, strike me as very arrogant people; I don’t really think I’d get on with them. As you can gather, I really don’t think my future is in the theatre, and in any case my mother has always tried to steer me away from taking up the profession.
D. Ruth Lawrence.

My father teaches Maths at high school, which definitely used to come in handy when we had a Maths test the next day! I suppose there were disadvantages, too. I think in the back of his mind he expected me to be good at Maths because he was always there to explain it. The truth is I’ve always been terrible at the subject. He also used to tell me about the satisfaction you can get from teaching, and I do think he’s right about that. He’d talk about the long holidays and the short working day, trying to get me interested in taking a teaching qualification. I used to think I wanted to be a teacher, but then I began to think of the disadvantages. The profession’s changed and these days teachers have to work a lot in the holidays and prepare a lot at home. In the end I decided to go into accounting, and I don’t really think my dad’s job affected my decision at all.
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Use of English

Time: 45 minutes
Task 1
For questions 1-12, read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap.
Going on a Diet

A calorie is a unit for measuring the amount of energy food will produce. The average person needs about 1,800 calories per day to (1) ____ healthy. Without energy, the heart cannot (2) ___ blood through blood vessels and the organs cannot function.
You (3) ___ weight because you consume more calories a day than your body requires. The only way to lose weight is to (4) ___ the number of calories you consume. This is the basic (5) ___ behind most diets.

(6) ___, diets don’t work for most people. It’s not that they don’t lose weight: they do, but when they (7) ____ the diet, the kilos creep back. The (8) ____ to losing weight and maintaining weight loss is a sensible diet and exercise plan. You need to work out how to eat fewer calories than you (9) ___ consume. You should also exercise daily so you can use up calories. Burning 250 or 500 calories per day can (10) ___ a big difference. (11) ___ riding an exercise bike while you are watching TV or climbing the stairs (12) ____than taking the lift. Persuade someone to exercises with you; exercise is a lot easier if done in company.
1 A keep on

B stay

C continue

D carry on
2 A pump

B pull

C drag

D force

3 A make

B increase
C gain

D put

4 A shrink

B take
C remove

D reduce

5 A way

B principle
C method

D kind

6 A Similarly
B Though
C Unfortunately
D Although

7 A go off

B go on
C go back

D go away

8 A key

B secret
C way

D idea

9 A preferably
B actually
C consistently
D eventually
10 A have

B do

C make

D give

11 A Try

B Attempt
C Go


D Aim

12 A instead
B apart
C except

D rather

Task 2
For questions 13 – 23, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line. 

Write your answers IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet.

Sailing Away
One Sunday morning Aunt Emily made an (13) ________ . 
ANNOUNCE
She told us (14) _______ that she was going to take us on a
HAPPY
cruise! I was surprised, knowing how (15) __________ a 
EXPENSE

holiday like that could be. We weren’t a (16) _________

WEALTH

family, but we had put some money aside over the years, so 

in the end we used some of our (17) _______ for the holiday.
SAVE

When the day of our (18) _______ finally came, we were
DEPART
Delighted and thrilled to see how huge and (19) _______
LUXURY
the ship looked. Our cruise liner sailed elegantly out to sea

and our holiday began. But it was such a (20) ______ !

DISAPPOINT

There was so little to do on board. The (21) _______ 

BORE
almost drove us mad. We visited several ports, but we did

not have the (22) _______ to do what we wanted. We 

FREE

had to follow a very tight schedule of guided tours and

visits to museums. It was a (23) _______ holiday!


DISASTER
Task 3
For questions 24 – 30, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including the word given.

24. “I’m sorry, I’m late again,” he said.
APOLOGISED

He ____________________________________________ again.

25. She looks like my cousin Mary.

REMINDS

She _________________________________________ my cousin Mary.

26. If you have enough money for the fare, why not travel first class?
AFFORD

If you ______________________________________ , why not travel first class?

27. Someone is going to redecorate the kitchen for us next month.

HAVE

We are going ____________________________________ next month.

28. Could you speak up because I can’t hear you properly?

MIND

Would ___________________________________ up because I can’t hear you properly?

29. My grandmother became deaf when she was about 60.

SINCE

My grandmother ______________________________ she was about 60.

30. We advise customers to buy their tickets in advance.

ADVISED

Customers ______________________________ their tickets in advance.
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Listening

Task 1

Listen to six people complaining about a rule they find annoying. Make a note about what each person is complaining about.

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	


Task 2
Listen to the people’s descriptions and circle true or False. Be careful! The extracts are in a different order.
Speaker 1.

1. He really enjoys his job.

T / F

2. His working day is long.

T / F

Speaker 2.

1. People sometimes get angry with her.

T / F

2. The job has become easier. 


T / F

Speaker 3.

1. He enjoys his job. 



T / F

2. He sometimes has to hide his feelings.
T / F

Speaker 4.

1. She enjoys the travelling. 


T / F

2. She works for one newspaper all the time. 
T / F

Speaker 5.

1. He is bored of his job. 



T / F

2. He likes most of his students.


T / F

Speaker 6.

1. She feels that every day at work is the same.
T /F

2. She has to be very careful in her job.


T / F

Task 3
You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 13-20 choose the best answer (A, B or C).

13. You hear two people talking about a party. Where are they?

A
in a taxi

B on a bus

C in a car

14. You hear a woman buying a ticket. How many different forms of transport will she need to use for her journey?

A two

B three

C four

15. You hear a man and a woman talking. What are they looking at?

A a ferry

B a big ship

C the sea

16. You hear a man at an airport. What is he doing?

A going through customs

B checking in 

C going through passport control

17.  You hear a woman talking to a mechanic. What’s the problem with her motorbike?

A a damaged wheel and a  flat tyre

B a flat tyre and a broken mirror

C a broken mirror and a damaged wheel

18. You hear a man and a woman talking in a car. Why does the woman become angry?

A The man forgot to look at the map.

B The man won’t stop the car to ask for directions.

C The traffic warden doesn’t help them.

19. You hear a woman talking about her home town. What has made travelling easier for her?

A more taxis

B cheaper bus fares

C cycle lanes

20. You hear a taxi driver talking to a passenger. Why is there no petrol in the taxi?

A There’s a problem with the vehicle.

B The driver forgot to fill up with petrol.

C The petrol stations are all closed.
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Comment on the following statement:

Some people think that pupils should be  involved in decisions about their school and should have a say in how things are run. Other people think that pupils are too young to take part in such important decisions.

What can you say for and against pupils being involved in running their school?

You should write 200-250 words.

Time: 40 minutes.

Speaking
Карточка участника
Student 1

Task 1
(Monologue; Time: 1,5 - 2 minutes)

In a minute you will have to speak about your favourite book. Remember to say:

What kind of book it is;

Who the main characters are;

What happens in the book;

Why it is your favourite.

Task 2

(Dialogue; Time: 3 - 5 minutes)

You and your partner are at the Olympic Games. You are discussing what sport you would like to buy tickets for.

You are “for” a football match and a tennis match. Give arguments and examples in support of your opinion.  You may or may not come to an agreement with your partner. Remember it is a discussion and not a monologue. 
Your answers will be recorded

Карточка участника
Student 2
Task 1
(Monologue; Time: 1,5 - 2 minutes)

In a minute you will have to speak about a famous person you like. Remember to say:
Who the famous person is;

What he/she looks like;

What he/she is famous for;

Why you like him/her.
Task 2

(Dialogue; Time: 3 - 5 minutes)

You and your partner are at the Olympic Games. You are discussing what sport you would like to buy tickets for.

You are “for” a swimming race and a judo match. Give arguments and examples in support of your opinion.  You may or may not come to an agreement with your partner. Remember it is a discussion and not a monologue. 
Your answers will be recorded

Script
Task 1
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